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PANAGIOTA KOLINTZA KARKALATOS 


August 6 (legislative day, AuGust 1), 1951.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 
[To accompany H. R. 2369] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 2369) for the relief of Panagiota Kolintza Karkalatos having 
considered the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment 
and recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to waive the excluding provisions of 
existing law because of a conviction in Greece of a crime involving 
moral turpitude in behalf of Panagiota Kolintza Karkalatos, so as to 
permit her to enter the United States to join her husband. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 34-year-old native and citizen of 
Greece and is the wife of Theodore J. Karkalatos, an American citizen 
residing in East Chicago, Ind. It appears that in 1939 she was 
convicted of the offense of theft in Athens, Greece, and was sentenced 
to imprisonment for 4 months, which sentence was suspended. With- 
out the waiver provided for by this bill, the beneficiary of the bill is 
barred from joining her citizen busband in the United States. 

A letter dated December 6, 1950, to the chairman of the Committ: 
on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Chief of the 
Visa Division with reference to H. R. 9753, which was a bill introduced 
in the Eighty-first Congress for the relief of the same alien, reads 
as follows: 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, December 6, 1950. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives. 

My Dear Mr. CretuerR: Reference is made to your letter of November 20, 
1950, and its enclosure, wherein you requested the views of this Department 
concerning the enactment of H. R. 9753, a bill for the relief of Panagiota Ko- 
lintza Karkalatos, and to the Department’s interim reply thereto of November 
21, 1950. 

Information contained in the Department’s files indicates that the American 
consulate at Nassau, Bahamas, was informed by cable on May 10, 1950, that the 
Commissioner of Immigration and Naturalization had approved a_ petition 
granting nonquota status under the provisions of section 4 (a) of the Immigration 
Act of 1924, as amended, to Panagiota G.-Karkalatos, who is believed to be 
identifiable with the subject of the above-captioned bill, as the wife of Theodore 
J. Karkalatos, an American citizen residing in East Chicago, Ind. It is further 
indicated that Panagiota Karkalatos, nee Kollintzas, was charted with the theft 
of 4,500 drachmas from the home of a neighbor and that on February 4, 1939, 
she was convicted of the offense of theft in the court of misdemeanors 'n Athens, 
Greece, and sentenced to imprisonment for 4 months. 

\s you know, section 3 of the Immigration Act of February 5, 1917, as amended, 
renders excludable from admission into the United States persons who have been 
convicted of, or admit having eommitted, a felony or other crime or misdemeanor 
involving moral turpitude. 

Stealing, usually designated as petit larceny or theft, has been held to constitute 
an offense involving moral turpitude within the meaning of this provision of law. 

In view of this faet, and as section 2(f) of the Immigration Act of 1924, as 
amended, provides that no immigration visa shall be issued to an immigrant who 
is inadmissible into the United States, it appears that the consular officer with 
whom Mrs. Karkalatos filed her visa application had no choice under the law but 
to refuse an immigation visa in her case 

In the circumstances and in view of the foregoing information, the question of 
the enactment of the proposed bill appears to be a matter for legislative deter- 
mination, concerning which the Department prefers not to express an opinion. 

Sincerely yours, 
H. J. L’HeEvReEvx, 
Chicf, Visa Division 
(For the Secretary of State). 


Congressman Ray J. Madden, the author of the bill, appeared 
before a subcommittee of the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives and submitted the following documents in 
connection with the case: 


STATE OF INDIANA, 
County of Lake, ss: 

Theodore Karkalatos, being first duly sworn on oath, says that he is a citizen 
of the United States of America, residing at 3330 Block Avenue, in the city of 
East Chicago and State of Indiana and that his full name is Theodore J. 
Karka atos. 

Affiant says that he came to the United States of America in January 1921. 

Affiant says that he was naturalized in the Lake Superior Court of Lake County, 
at’ Hammond, Ind., on the 15th day of March 1927, and that the number of his 
naturalization certificate is No. 2582031. 

That he married Panagiota Karkalatos, nee Gollintza, at Nassau, Bahama 
Islands, on the 11th day of April 1950; that the wife of this affiant was born in 
Viaherna, Greece, in the year 1916. 

Affiant says that he is now employed with the Inland Steel Co., a steel corpora- 
tion located at East Chicago, Ind., and that he has been employed with said 
company since the year 1923, or 27 years. 

Affiant says that his average earnings are about $3,600 per vear. 
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Affiant says that he makes this affidavit for the purpose of showing the above 
facts to the Immigration Department of the United States Government. 


THEODORE KARKALATOS. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this Ist day of December 1950. 


[sKAL] MyrrLe FERNANDO, 
Notary Public. 
My commission expires February 23, 1954. 


[Translation] 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Division OF LANGUATE SERVICES, 
Athens Auqgus st 194 


KINGDOM OF GREECE— MINISTRY OF PUBLIC SECURITY 
GENERAL OFFICE NO, I, OFFICE OF CRIMINAL SERVICE, CRIMINAL SECTION, NO. 270358 


To Mr. Georgios Dimopoulos, attorney with full powers for Panagiota, wife of 
Theodore Karkalatos. : 

Under the petition of July 14, 1950, submitted by vou for Panagiota, wife of 
Theodoros Karkalatos, we have the honor to inform vou that by document No 
270358 of July 15, 1950, we notified the American consulate that the sentence of 
Panagiota Kollitzas, daughter of Georgios, to 4 months’ imprisonment for F 
bv virtue of verdict No. 171 of February 4, 1939, is of no legal effect according to 
Greek law, inasmuch as this penaltv is considered wiped out and not subject to 
mention by our service, since it Was imposed LO veal ago and sentence Was sus- 
pended when imposed. 

We have requested that she be permitted to enter American territory since there 
is no hindrance for any other reason, 

THe Direcror, 
‘T H Lt ONTARI 
Police Dire 0 


this dav. 


A true copy, Athens 


The BurREAU CHIEF, 


(Stamp of the Criminal Services 


[Translation] 
DEPARTMENT OF StTaTE—DIvIsION oF LANGUAGE SERVICES 


To: Ministry of Public Security, Department of Criminal Services, ¢ 

Petition of Panagiota, wife of Theodoros Karkalatos, and daughter of Georgios 
Kollitzas. Athens, July 14, 1950. 

In April 1950 after observing the legal formalities and receiving the correspond- 
ing permission and approval of the American consulate in Athens, I left 
Bahamas for the purpose of marrying Theodoros Karkalatos, an An 
citizen, 

In fact, shortly after I arrived there and Theodoros Karkalatos arrived from 


1 


America, I married him, but I was not permitted to go to America with my 
husband as I was waiting for special approval of the American consulate in 
Athens for this purpose. 


It is needless for me to bring to vour attention this fact because it is easilv 


f.v\r 
for the 


eTrican 


understood under what disagreeable and whollv tragic conditions, | am spending 
my time there waiting for the arrival of this permit, in view of the fact that my 
husband, being obliged bv his work to return to the United States, is left me 
alone and sick on this island. Some time ago I was informed hb he United 


States consulate there that the corresponding permit to enter the United States 
was not being issued to me. 

After inquiry and investigation as to the cause of this refusal I le: 
the American consulate in Athens, relying on information furnishes 
services, represented me as having a court conviction against me (police court 
of Tripolis under No. 171 of February 4, 1939, by which I was sentenced to 4 
months’ imprisonment). 
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In view of the foregoing I have the honor to submit to you the attached extract 
of my criminal record under Serial No. 2445 of June 22, 1950, which certifies that 
no punishable offense is charged against me, and this sentence of 4 months’ 
imprisonment which was imposed upon me by the aforesaid verdict cannot be 
considered as having any legal effect, in the first place, because my sentence was 
suspended for 3 years and is considered void after the lapse of this time without 
the commission of any other offense; and in the second place because 10 years 
have passed since the imposition of this sentence and the penalty has been com- 
pletely wiped out for this reason and is not even listed in the criminal record 
(Law No. 1651/1944 and P. A. No. 599). 

Therefore, I beg you to be good enough to take up this case of mine again and 
by communicating with the United States consulate in Athens, you notify it that 
there is no longer any conviction against me so that on the basis of this statement 
of yours I may be issued the requested permit to enter the United States and thus 
put an end to the disagreeable situation in which I now find myself. 


The Attorney With Full Powers. 
Representative Reva Beck Bosone submitted the following letter to 
the chairman of a subcommittee of the Committee on the Judiciary 
of the House of Representatives in connection with the case: 


CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATEs, 
House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, D. C., December 8, 1950, 
Hon. Francis E. WALTER, 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Immigration of the Judiciary Committee, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Watrer: I have been asked to get in touch with vou regarding 
H. R. 9753, a bill for the relief of Panagiota Kolintza Karkalatos, introduced by 
Congressman Ray J. Madden in September of this year. 

As I understand it, Mrs. Karkalatos is the wife of Mr. Theodore Karkalatos, 
a citizen of the United States, who is suffering considerable hardship and unusual 
*xpense because his wife is being detained at the Bahamas Islands on a charge of 
moral turpitude. Mrs. Karkalatos stood trial 12 years ago in Greece when she 
was only 20 vears old, for the theft of a small sum of money, and upon conviction, 

was given a 3-month suspended sentence. The information that has been 
to me is that Mrs. Karkalatos pleaded guilty to the offense, although her 
her was the culprit. 

Generally speaking, I would not want to intercede in behalf of anvone who has 
been convicted of a serious crime. However, if the facts as presented to me are 
correct, and if there are no other charges against Mrs. Karkalatos, about which I 
have no information, I should like to ask that the bill be given your serious con- 
sideration 

My kindest personal regards. 

Sincerely 
Reva Beck Bosone, 
Member of Congress. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (H. R. 2369) should be enacted. 





